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Ocean Heroes pledge campaign 

Our pledge campaign has really taken off in the last few weeks. Emily 

and her friends have made a huge splash in Didsbury village, recruiting 

six Ocean Heroes to the plastic-free cause! Together with new pledges 

from businesses in Chorlton and the city centre, we have a grand total of 40 businesses on board. 

Keep up the good work everyone. We are setting up a group for Ocean Hero businesses to support 

one-another, e.g. with advice on supplies and promotions, and we're developing some beer mats to 

use in pubs and bars promoting the plastic-free message. The new pledge form helps a business 

select what they are giving up, so they can be more specific on their commitment. The pledge form 

is available from our GoogleDrive or from our... 

 

New Website! 

In April we launched seastraw.co.uk, making it even 

easier for businesses and individuals to find out 

more about the campaign and to take the pledge.  

Thanks to Eevi, Kat and Caroline for building the site. 

Please let us know what you think. We'll be adding 

to the website over the coming weeks including 

more information on volunteering and a fund raising 

area where people can get hold of our shiny steel 

straws. 

 

Social Media  

We depend heavily on social media to spread the word, and attract more followers and businesses. 

Please follow us on Facebook (@SeaStraw) and Twitter (@SeaStrawUK) and share with your friends. 

We'd love to double our following. 

 

Buyers’ guide to straws 

We have been building relationships with several local suppliers to ensure alternatives to plastic are 

readily available with clear pricing. This month we launched our new fact sheet, helping businesses 

understand the importance of compostable alternatives to plastic and pointing them to suitable 

suppliers. Together with the pledge form, this fact sheet will support bars and restaurants wanting 

to make the switch. Download from seastraw.co.uk and keep some copies in your bag when you're 

out and about!  

https://www.facebook.com/SeaStraw/
https://twitter.com/seastrawuk
https://www.instagram.com/seastrawuk/


Manchester 2020 

We have been working with local councillors from across the political spectrum to promote the 

pledge campaign and encourage the various local councils to take action in their own buying 

behaviours 

At the end of March, Manchester City Council passed a 

resolution that they would encourage businesses to make 

the switch away from single-use plastic, notably straws, 

and they also committed to avoid single-use plastic in 

their own catering services. 

SeaStraw volunteer, Emily, attended the Manchester 

Green Summit where Andy Burnham, Mayor for Greater 

Manchester, launched a campaign to rid Manchester of 

single-use plastics by 2020. We applaud his ambitious 

target and expect our pledge to form a significant part of 

achieving this. And Kieren attended the event 

“Manchester: How Do You Solve A Problem Like Plastic?”. 

We’re proud the campaigning efforts of SeaStraw have helped shaped the political urgency for these 

changes. 

 

Events and Festivals 

Our stall at the recent Rochdale gin festival was a huge success, 

sharing a plastic-free tipple with the lovely people of the city and 

meeting the Major. The Council invited us to the Rochdale Food 

and Drink festival earlier this month to help them spread the word 

on compostables. During a day full of music and food, we signed 

up four Ocean Heroes including mobile caterers and celebrity 

chef, Andrew Nutter. We're excited to continue our partnership 

with The Gin Society as we meet the thirsty public at events in 

Manchester, and Buxton. If you'd like to volunteer to help on the 

stall, or if you would like to run a stall at other events please get in 

touch. 

A big thanks to Richard, Neda, Myles, Caroline, Nick, Eevi and Doug for helping with the stalls. 

 

Keep track of progress 

Our new online Hubspot software helps us record campaign progress with all the businesses we 

contact, and track those that take our pledge. We depend on good information to make sure our 

volunteers can work effectively together. It's easy to use and there is a handy guide to get you 

started. If you need any help, please let us know.  



Beach Cleans 

We took the opportunity on a trip to Formby Beach to do a beach clean walk, collecting plastic from 

the shore of all shapes and sizes. There we loads of small plastic sticks that we realised were cotton 

bud sticks. It was sad to find so plastic washing ashore but we felt good about making a small 

difference. We used the plastic to make a new banner for our Facebook page. We thoroughly 

recommend getting out to a beach near you to feel close to nature and maybe do a two-minute 

beach clean. 

Big Spring Beach Cleans are taking place across the UK. 

Visit www.sas.org.uk for details of their organised 

beach clean events. 

 

Media coverage 

We have a flurry of media interest, with a couple of spots on Manchester's Key103 radio, BBC 

Lancaster radio and two live interview on BBC Radio Manchester, plus a TV project with the 

University of Salford. We're working on a press release to shout about all the new heroes. We’re 

meeting a producer of BBC North West to arrange a story about the campaign. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** BREAKING NEWS*** 

 As we go to press, Michael Gove has announced a government consultation on banning plastic 

straws, stirrers and cotton bud sticks. It’s fantastic that the government are preparing to take action 

on single-use plastics, so let’s hold them to their promise to ban these items by the end of 2018 and 

encourage them to go much further. Our campaign will continue to promote government action. 

http://www.sas.org.uk/

